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Above: Governor James R. Thompson addresses
members of the audience at the formal dedication
of IMSA.
Right: Dr. Leon M. Lederman admires the special
dedicatory plaque unveiled by the IMSA Board of
Trustees.

overnor James R. Thompson and Nobel Prize-winning
physicist Dr. Leon M. Lederman were honored at the
formal dedication of the Illinois Mathematics and
Science Academy on December 14. During the ceremony
the Academy was dedicated to the People of Illinois in their
honor.
U.S. Representative J. Dennis Hastert gave the dedicatory
address, and Board of Trustees President James D. Pearson
unveiled a special plaque detailing the honorees' contributions. The plaque is now on permanent display at the
Academy.
Commenting on the significance of the Dedication, IMSA
Director Dr. Stephanie Pace Marshall said, "It was indeed a
privilege to honor the People of Illinois, the Governor and
Dr. Lederman for their commitment to IMSA and to improving
mathematics and science education throughout Illinois.
"The Dedication was a special opportunity to celebrate our
state's tremendous investment in the future — an investment
that we believe will pay dividends well into the next century,"
she added. (See related photos on pages 4 and 5.)
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Dear Members of the IMSA Community,
s the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy embraces the
challenges of 1990 and a new decade, we look forward to exciting
new initiatives and programs. Momentum is clearly building for
meaningful educational reform and renewal both in Illinois and throughout
the nation. It is indeed an honor to represent the Academy at such an
important time.
In December, I had the privilege of attending Governor James R.
Thompson's Educational Summit Conference in Springfield. Key education
and business leaders in Illinois met to review and critique the goals
articulated by the nation's governors at the historic Presidential Summit
Conference on Education held last September in Virginia. In addition, we
discussed other recommendations for improving education at the state
and national levels.
The Academy's December, January and February Open Houses for
prospective students and their parents drew excellent attendance.
We greatly appreciate this high level of interest in the Academy's
programs. In April, the Office of Admissions will convene a review
committee consisting of educational, business and research leaders
throughout Illinois as well as members of the IMSA staff to screen and rate
each applicant's file. Final selections will be announced in May.
At this time, we are looking forward to welcoming our student guests
from the Soviet Union and to hosting the third annual conference of the
National Consortium for Specialized Secondary Schools of Mathematics,
Science and Technology. Both events will be special milestones in the
Academy's history.
As always, we appreciate your continuing support of the Academy's
mission and promise.
Sincerely,
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Stephanie Pace Marshall, Ph.D.
Director
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n an effort to attract and
support talented students
I from underrepresented
populations, the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy is
piloting a new program in Chicago
this year. The IMSA Early Involvement Program (EIP), a ten-week
academic enrichment experience, focuses on helping students from
underrepresented populations improve their science, mathematics and
communications skills.
A total of 23 ninth grade students
from 15 Chicago public schools participate in the program which is
supported by a grant from the
Albert Pick Jr. Fund of Chicago.
Invited students included those who
as eighth graders had contacted
IMSA to express an interest in possible application.
Students attend Saturday morning
sessions at the University of Illinois
at Chicago. These sessions, scheduled from October to March, are
taught by IMSA faculty members Patrick McWilliams, Diane Martling and
Ed Moyer, and Chicago Public School
teachers Ed Caster and Yolanda
Weaver.
In addition, two IMSA students attend each session, participating in
activities and sharing their perspectives. According to McWilliams, "We
wanted to include our students because they can best model how IMSA
students think and work." Carol
Jamieson-Brown, IMSA admissions
counselor for the city of Chicago,
added that "both IMSA and EIP students enjoy working together and
learning from each other."
The EIP curriculum emphasizes
the development of science, mathematics and verbal reasoning skills,
and includes activities designed to
foster group inquiry and problemsolving. In addition, some preparation for the Scholastic Aptitude Test
is provided.
In addition to the Saturday morning sessions, EIP students attended
an overnight retreat at IMSA in
December. While on campus, they
participated in an interdisciplinary
Saturday seminar about symmetry in
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all academic disciplines and used advanced telescopes to study Jupiter
and its moons. Their parents attended workshops presented by
IMSA staff members focusing on the
academic and social/emotional needs
of gifted adolescents.
Commenting on the goals of the
early involvement program, Dr.
LuAnn Smith, dean of admissions,
said, "We have two primary objectives — one, to help talented
students from underrepresented
populations pursue their interests
and experience success in science
and mathematics; and two, to strengthen their competitiveness for the
IMSA applicant pool should they decide to apply. In the future, we hope
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Enthusiastic Chicago students pose
questions for IMSA EIP instructors
Ed Moyer and Ed Caster.
to expand EIP to serve talented students from underrepresented populations in other areas of the state."
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In April, ten students from the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy
are going to live and study for four weeks in the Soviet Union.
In the meantime, IMSA prepares to welcome ten Soviet students who
will live and study at the Academy in March.
Last spring, IMSA was selected to participate in the US-USSR High
School Academic Partnership Program, a presidential initiative under
the auspices of the American Council of Teachers of Russian, the National Association of Secondary School Principals, and Sister Cities International. This exchange program began several years ago following a
joint proposal by Presidents Reagan and Gorbachev.
This spring, and again in 1991 and 1992, students from IMSA and Soviet
School 36 (Rostov-on-Don) will change places, experiencing firsthand the
similarities and differences in their respective schools, cultures and
lifestyles.
While at IMSA, the Soviet students will attend classes, participate in
cocurricular programs, and live in the residence halls. Special activities
planned include a visit to historic Chicago and a tour of Fermi National
Accelerator Laboratory.
The Soviet students will see other parts of Illinois when they visit their
IMSA student hosts' homes on extended weekend, March 7-11.
Lily Huberman, Russian instructor, will accompany IMSA students to
the Soviet Union in April. Making the trip will be Ed Beach (Prophetstown), Rachel Berg (Rochester), Andrea Christman (Crystal Lake), Kit
Condill (Arthur), Kirk Hammond (Bolingbrook), Brian Lettman
(Bolingbrook), Jordan Martin (Danville), Allen Mayer (Sandwich), Jason
Orloff (Palos Hills) and Michael Peil (Naperville).
Financial support for the IMSA students' trip will be shared by their
parents, the US-USSR High School Academic Partnership Program, and
the private sector.
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Above:
Junior James Irving of Harvey talks
with Dr. Leon M. Lederman prior to
the Dedication ceremony. Pictured in
the background are Aurora attorney
Richard Horwitz and Ted Parge,
director of philanthropic programs
at IMSA.

Right:
IMSA student musicians perform at
a post-Dedication reception.

Below:
Friends of IMSA gather in the
gymnasium for the Formal
Dedication ceremony.
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Center:
Special Dedication guest
F. Borden Mace, who
served as interim
director of IMSA in 1986,
talks with Dr. Ross
Hodel, deputy director of
the Board of Higher
Education, and IMSA
Director Dr. Stephanie
Pace Marshall.
Left:
U.S. Rep. J. Dennis
Hastert, who gave the
dedicatory address,
answers questions from
the media following the
Dedication ceremony.
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n important factor in building a broad-based
I development program for
any organization is the support of its
internal constituencies. Toward that
end, the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education recently
launched its first major Annual
Fund campaign.
In addition to seeking funds from
corporations and foundations, a
strategy used in previous years, formal solicitation of the Academy's
internal constituencies is underway
for the first time. Contacts are being
made with the Academy's Board of
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Trustees, IMSA Fund Board of Directors, current and charter parents,
and IMSA employees.
"Often," according to Ted Parge,
director of philanthropic programs at
IMSA, "corporations and foundations
will ask what kind of commitment
those closest to the institution have
made before they make a decision to
commit their own funds."
In addition to the active Annual
Fund solicitation programs, the IMSA
Fund is introducing a gift envelope
which contains information about
the Council for Educational Distinction in Illinois. The gift envelope
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he Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy
received word in December of its selection as
one of the special benefit performances of
Andrew Lloyd Webber's smash hit Phantom of the Opera.
Phantom of the Opera opens at Chicago's Auditorium
Theatre in May. Booking agents for the production,
which has played before sell-out audiences since it first
opened in London, expect it to be one of the most popular shows ever produced in Chicago.
IMSA's benefit performance is scheduled for the
3:00 p.m. June 24 matinee. Because of the timing of the
benefit performance, the annual IMSA Gala dinnerdance has been postponed until the 1990-91 academic
year.
Arrangements for the Phantom benefit performance
are coordinated by a volunteer committee under the
auspices of the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education. Committee volunteers include Jim and Marlene
Pearson, Rich and Sue Kaufman Horwitz, Jack and
Marie McEachern, Chet and Linda McKee, and Paul and
Patty O'Hollaren.
"Response to the benefit performance has been terrific," said Horwitz, an Aurora attorney. "Our allocation
of 400 tickets was committed in less than one month
and we have started a waiting list for others interested
in participating."
The $125 Gala Benefit package includes prime
orchestra seating for Phantom, a pre-curtain reception
at the Empire Room of Chicago's Palmer House and a
charitable gift to the IMSA Fund for Advancement of
Education.
For more information on the benefit performance,
contact the IMSA Fund Office at (708) 801-6040.

P r o g r a m
is making its debut appearance in
this issue of NOVA.
"Private sector support plays a
critical role in providing the margin
of excellence funds necessary to ensure IMSA's continuing development
as one of the premier institutions of
its kind in the nation," Parge said.
"The gift envelope will provide those
individuals, corporations and foundations we have been unable to reach
personally with the opportunity to
make a financial investment in the
Academy's future."
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Seven IMSA students won 1st, 2nd
or 3rd place awards in the Poetry
Recital Contest of the American
Association of Teachers of Spanish
and Portuguese, Chicago Chapter's
competition in December. Winners
included Swati Agrawal of Aurora,
Richard Lee of Des Plaines, Walter
Lee of Hoopeston, Daryl Mortensen
of Bolingbrook, Priya Sekar of
Naperville, Alysia Sklavounos of
Aurora, and Christy Worrell of
Somonauk.

Dr. Stephanie Pace Marshall
participated on a special invitational
task force convened by the executive
director of the Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Development to develop a strategic plan for
the organization.
IMSA biology instructor Dr. Robert
Hattaway will coordinate the tree
identification event at the regional
Illinois Science Olympiad
competition in March.

Mathematics instructors Charles
Hamberg and George Milauskas
presented sessions on discrete
mathematics and problem solving at
the recent National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics regional
meeting in Philadelphia.

APPRENTICE

Adlai Stevenson and students.
International Relations in the Pacific
Rim. Adlai Stevenson, chairman of
the Japan America Society of Chicago
and former U.S. senator from Illinois,
responded to each paper. Student
presentations included:
• Kim Dilley of Roscoe:
"Antinuclearism: New Zealand's
Port Ban Prompts U.S. Response"
• Joy Oester of Schaumburg:
"Japanese Small Business
Investment in Asian Countries"
• John Bozarth of Decatur: "ASEANRegional Cooperation in Southeast
Asia for Economic Progress and
International Influence"
• Jordan Martin of Danville: "The
Abuse of the Pacific Ocean: A
Problem of the Pacific Rim"

INVESTIGATION

Tim Bhattacharyya of Aurora has
been named to the Honors Group
(semifinalists) in the 49th annual
Westinghouse Science Talent Search.
The 303 semifinalists were chosen
from 1,431 qualified entrants in this
year's competition. Bhattacharyya's
research project is entitled "DNAse
Activity Within Liposomes: Looking
for a Natural Acceleration of
Chemical Reactions".
A panel of four students presented
research papers at a January 12 IMSA
symposium entitled Trade and

. .

Senior Phil Kim of Hoffman Estates
won first place in the Kane County
American Legion High School
Oratorical Contest.

STATE AND NATIONAL
LEADERSHIP

Dr. Charles Cannon, chemistry
instructor, recently completed
several laboratory experiments for
use at the K-6 level in schools as
part of the Integrating Agricultural
Concepts into Elementary Programs
project. This project is coordinated
by the College of Agriculture at the
University of Illinois-Urbana.

TRAILBLAZERS.

IMSA Titan Monica McCullough
In December, sophomore Monica
McCullough of Lisle was honored as
the Chicago Tribune's athlete of the
week.

STUDENT AND STAFF
ACHIEVEMENTS
LaShanya Aikerson of Aurora
placed second in the state in the jazz
instrumental division of the Illinois
Music Educators Association's
Original Composition Competition.
Aikerson was honored for her
composition, entitled "Scat!", at the
IHSA All-State Conference and Music
Festival in Peoria on January 27.

IMSA Director Dr. Stephanie Pace
Marshall has been selected as one of
the top 100 school executives in
North America by The Executive
Educator magazine.
Manny Hernandez, art instructor,
has opened an art show of his own
works at the Dr. School Gallery at
Marmion Academy. The show
features selected works in ceramics.
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he first of eight regional
working conferences, sponsored by the 1990 IMSA
Leadership Conference, was held
February 1 at Educational Service
Center #16 in Belleville.
Teams from the following schools
attended the Belleville conference:
Anna-Jonesboro #81, Belleville #118,
Brownstown #201, Collinsville #10,
Community Consolidated #10 (Fairview Heights), Edwardsville #7,
Granite City #9, Mascoutah #19,
O'Fallon Township High School #203,
New Athens #60, St. John Neuman
School (Collinsville), St. Libory Consolidated #30 and Whiteside #115
(Belleville).
The purpose of the regional conferences is to solicit input
throughout Illinois into the development of an action agenda for
mathematics, science and technology
education in Illinois.
In addition, participating school
district teams work together to determine areas of local strength and
need, and to identify potential resources and strategies to address
those needs. Participants also focus
on analyzing and synthesizing the
critical national reports that are
shaping change in mathematics and
science education.
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Sponsored by the 1990 IMSA Leadership Conference, regional working
conferences throughout the state provide an important forum for collaborative
planning in mathematics, science and technology education.
Each regional working conference
participant receives a summary
document of these reports, prepared
by IMSA, with implications for curriculum and instruction.
Sites for additional regional working conferences scheduled in
February and March include Lisle,
Chicago, Springfield, Macomb,
Aurora and Schaumburg.

Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy
1500 West Sullivan Road
Aurora, Illinois 60506-1039
Address Correction Requested

The second annual statewide
leadership conference will be held
at the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy May 17-18. For more
information about the 1990 IMSA
Leadership Conference and/or regional working conferences, contact
IMSA's Office of the Illinois Mathematics and Science Alliance at
(708) 801-6058.
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